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“ T o  P r e s e r v e ,  P r o m o t e ,  a n d  P r o t e c t  o u r  S c h e  L a n g  e n ”

Youth Day Camp goes to                    
Birch Bay Water Slides
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Education
Northwest Indian College Golf 

Tournament

 
NORTH WEST INDIAN COLLEGE 

Important Dates

*FALL QUARTER 2015 IS FROM 
SEPTEMBER 21 TO DECEMBER 11*

*REGISTRATION IS FROM MAY 18 TO 
SEPTEMBER 18*

*QUARTER CLASSES BEGIN 
SEPTEMBER 21*

*LAST DAY TO OFFICIALLY DROP 
CLASSES IS NOVEMBER 13*

ADMISSIONS APPLICATION 
(PRIORITY DEADLINE) WAS JUNE 15

FINANCIAL AID (PRIORITY 
DEADLINE) WAS JUNE 15
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Families With Blind Children
By Yvonne Thomas-Miller

The following informa-
tion is a list of resources for 
families with blind children 
such as Braille materials 
and services.

Washington State’s De-
partment of Services for 
the Blind (DSB) works with 
the families and friends of 
people who are blind or low 
vision to build supportive 
and successful networks.

We provide opportuni-
ties for families and friends 
of our customers to engage 
in and better understand 
the adaptive skills and 
techniques of blindness.

Check out our website for 
more information on:

Basics on Vision Loss

Blind Awareness

Children and Families

Independent Living

Skills of Blindness Training

Job Counseling

Assistive Technology (AT)

Department Services for 
the Blind

3411 Alaska Street
Seattle, WA 98114
Call toll free at 1-800-552-
7103
http//www.dsb.wa.gov/

DSB offers the Families 
With Blind Children pro-
gram for

Ages of 0 to Preschool.

For more information con-
tact Director Janet George 
at DSB, 206-906-5503 or 
the toll-free number above.

Janet can offer to pe-
riodically visit and work 
with you and your child 
to make sure the read-
ing techniques are com-
ing along properly. She 
can offer advice and tips 
as you both pick up the 
Braille skills. For exam-
ple, she can show you the 
proper positioning of the 
hands & fingers over the 
Brailled sheet to read it.

The Washington Talk-
ing Book & Braille Library 
(WTBBL) is a program of 
the Washington State Li-
brary and the Office of the 
Secretary of State. Located 
in Seattle, WTBBL pro-
vides library services state-
wide, at the library and by 
mail, to any Washington 
resident unable to read 
standard print material 
due to blindness, visual im-
pairment, deaf-blindness, 
physical disability (cannot 
hold a book or turn pages), 
or reading disability.

WTBBL, Washington 
Talking Book Braille Li-
brary

2021 9th Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Email: wtbbl@sos.wa.gov

To obtain Braille books 
for children, you can sub-
scribe to the Washington 
Talking Book & Braille 
Library. Braille children 
books can be mailed to 
your home at no cost. 

You can contact them 

by calling toll free at 800-
542—0866 should you 
have any questions.

Northwest Braille Servic-
es, NWBS

Northwest Braille Ser-
vices is a non-profit organi-
zation that was established 
in 1986.

This agency provides 
custom Brailled books to 
preschool up to college 
students or anyone who 
wishes to order a particular 
book in Braille.

Beth Marsau, President 
and Certified Transscrip-
tionist   transcribes the 
books into Braille format.

She has a collection of 
books that you can check 
out on loan.

Call Beth by Phone: 360-
384-6494 .

Hadley School for the 
Blind

The mission of the 
Hadley School for the Blind 
is to promote independent 

living through lifelong, dis-
tance education programs 
for individuals who are 
blind or visually impaired, 
their families and blindness 
service providers. 

Founded in 1920 by 
William Hadley and Dr. 
E.V.L. Brown, Hadley offers 
courses free of charge to its 
blind and visually impaired 
students and their families 
and affordable tuition to 
blindness professionals. 
Today, Hadley is the largest 
provider of distance edu-
cation for people who are 
blind or visually impaired 
around the world, serving 
more than 10,000 students 
annually in all 50 states and 
100 countries. Hadley is 
also the largest educator of 
braille worldwide. A 501(c)
(3) non-profit corporation, 
the school relies on contri-
butions from individuals, 
foundations and corpora-
tions to fund its programs.

Hadley has a course for 
you if you are: 

• A blind or visually im-
Continued on Page 5...

Apply Now! Lummi Higher Ed 
Applications for the academic year 2015-
2016 are now available.   The deadline is 
approaching. Contact Renee at 312-2162 

or at reneesw@lummi-nsn.gov.
The application is also  at the following 

http://www.lummi-nsn.org/website/
dept_pages/education/higher_

education_home.shtml
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Applications 
Being Accepted 

for
Gift Card 

Distribution for 
Lummi Students 

K-12.
Deadline 

Dates
1st: August 7th, 2015 

2nd: August 14th, 2015 
Final: September 25th, 2015

For Questions, Call Council Operations at:

360-312-2142

paired individual 14+ 
years of age 

• A relative of a blind or 
visually impaired child 

• A family member of 
a blind or visually 
impaired adult 

• A professional or 
paraprofessional in 
the blindness field

Hadley School for the 
Blind has a correspondence 
course to learn uncontract-
ed Braille. They provide 
the instructional materials 
and you work with a Braille 
Instructor by mail. Call toll 
free at 1-800-323-4238

Hadley School for the 
Blind
700 Elm Street

!!!!DEADLINE September 10!!!!! Lummi Higher Ed 
Applications for the academic year 2015-2016 are 
due..  Contact Renee at 312-2162 or at reneesw@

lummi-nsn.gov  or go to www.lummi-nsn.gov/sebsite/
dept_pages/education/higher_education

 
Public Meeting. Lummi Higher Education Board. 
September 10 noon-2:00. Lummi Administration 

Building.  Kwelshen 2007-L. Lunch Provided.

Winnetka, IL 60093
Phone: (847) 446-8111 
call if you have any ques-
tions.

Families With Blind Children Continued from Page 4
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2015
Blackhawk Football 

Varsity Schedule
Day  Date   Home/Away   Opponent  Place    Time
         *League Game

Fri.  Sept.4     Away  Taholah        Taholah HS   5:00

Fri. Sept.11    Home Neah Bay         Lummi  7:00 

Fri.  Sept.18    Away    Seattle Lutheran (West Seattle Stadium) 7:00 

Fri.  Sept.25    Home Entiat                 Lummi  7:00 

Fri.  Oct.2      Away  *Clallam Bay (Homecoming)  Clallam Bay HS  6:00 

Fri.  Oct.9      Home *Crescent         Lummi  6:00

Fri.  Oct.16     Away  *Neah Bay       Neah Bay HS 5:00

Fri.  Oct.23      Home *Lopez (Senior Night)    Lummi  5:00

Thur.  Oct.29      Away *Tulalip Marysville/Pilchuck HS    7:00

____________Playoffs & State Tournament________________
Tue. Nov.3rd Tie Breakers

Fri/Sat Nov.6-7 Quad District lay-in Games

Fri or Sat Nov.13-14 1st Round of State Playoffs (Bottom of Bracket hosts)

Fri or Sat. Nov. 20 or 21 Quarter Finals  (Bottom of Bracket Hosts)

Fri or Sat. Nov.27 or 28 1-B Semi-Finals in Tacoma Dome
Fri Dec. 4th 1-B State Championship Game 4:00

JV Schedule
Day    Date   Home/Away     Opponent    Place     Time

 Mon. Sept.14(jv)     Away      Nooksack    Nooksack HS 5:30

 Mon.  Sept.21(jv)     Away      Concrete    Concrete HS 5:30

 Sat. Sept. 26 (jv)   Home   Darrington    Lummi     1:00

 Mon.  Oct.5  (jv)     Away      LaConner     LaConner HS 5:30

 Mon.  Oct.19 (jv)     Home      LaConner    Lummi       5:30

 Mon.  Oct.26 (jv)     Home      Concrete    Lummi    5:30

 Fri.  Oct.30 (jv)     Away      Darrington Darrington HS  7:00

NWFL Teams
Lummi Nation

Neah Bay

Crescent
Clallam Bay

Lopez

Tulalip
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 Day      Date  Opponent/Place      Time   Site/Bus
 Mon 8/24/2015 First Practice    
 Thur 9/17/2015 Lummi @ Skykomish             5:00 Away 
 Tue  9/22/2015 Lummi @ Lopez               2:00 Away
 Wed 9/23/2015 Lummi @ St. Paul                  5:00 Away 
 Thur 9/24/2015 Highland @ Lummi                 5:00 Home 
 Tue  9/29/2015 Tulalip @ Lummi                     5:00 Home 
 Thur 10/1/2015 Orcas @ Lummi                      5:00 Home 
 Tue  10/6/2015  Grace @ Lummi                      5:00 Home 
 Thur 10/8/2015 Providence @ Lummi               5:00  Home 
 Tue  10/13/2015 Skykomish @ Lummi               5:00  Home 
 Thur 10/15/2015 Lopez @ Lummi (senior night)  4:15  Home 
 Tue  10/20/2015 Lummi @ Highland                  4:00 Away 
 Wed 10/21/2015 St. Paul @ Lummi                     5:00 Home 
 Thur 10/22/2015   Lummi @ Tulalip                     5:00 Away 
 Tue  10/27/2015 Lummi @ Orcas                        TBD Away 
 Wed 10/28/2015 Lummi @ Providence               6:00 Away 
 Thur 10/29/2015 Lummi @ Grace                        6:00 Away 
   10/30 - 11/3 Make up Games      TBD   
 Wed Nov. 4 1 Day Bi-District Tourney at Crescent HS TBD   

 Fri/Sat Nov.13-14 State in Yakima            Sun Dome  
 Wed 12/9/2015        Fall Sports Banquet Time/Place  TBD   
   Head Coach: Kelli Moody    Asst. Coach: TBD   
   Principal: Heather Leighton   AD: Jim Sandusky 

Blawkhawk Volleyball

Lummi Nation School Safety Training
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There is still time to enroll your four (4) year old into Head Start.

Application packets are available anytime. (Four year olds have priority)

Mandatory Required documents with the Application are:

Proof of Income (child’s)

Birth Certificate and/or Tribal Enrollment

Updated Physical and Immunizations

Please note:  Application will not be accepted without the items listed above, this in-
cludes placement on the wait-lists. There is a large three year old wait list.  

Parent Orientation will begin September 8th thru 11th 

Parent/Guardian’s of an enrolled child must attend parent orientation. You will you’re 
your child’s teacher and receive bus schedules and complete/sign additional required 
documents.

For enrollment contact Family Service Coordinator, Nicole Kinley
Parent Orientation - Education Coordinator, Joy Miller
Head Start Bus Transportation Manager, Leah Sanders
Head Start Health Coordinator, Carol Perry

Head Start Calendar of 
Events

UNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Aug. 30th 

Early Learning Program

In-Service Training

Aug. 24th thru 28th 

Aug. 31st 

Teachers schedule

Home Visits

1

Teacher 

Home Visits

2

Staff In-Service Train-
ing

3

Teacher 

Home Visits

4

Teacher 

Home Visits

5

6 7 8

Parent Orientation

Teacher Stephanie – 10-12

Teacher Janelle – 2-4 

9

Parent Orientation

Teacher Cindy – 9-11

Teacher Kristi – 1-3

10

Parent Orientation

Teacher Cherry – 9-11

Teacher New – 1-3 

11

Parent Orientation

By Appointment only

12

13 14 15

Nominations to Policy 
Council members

go out.

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

Voting Ballots for 

Policy Council mem-
bers

will be sent out.

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 Policy Council needs 
participation of par-

ents/guardians

September 2015
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LIBC And Lummi Clinic will be closed on 

September 7th in Observance of Labor Day
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Lummi Nation School Will be closed on 
September 7th in Observance of Labor 

Day
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LIBC General Council Meeting
Re: Title 13 Exclusion and Appointment of Certifiers for 

2015 LIBC Elections

Saturday, September 26, 2015 
10am ~ Wexliem
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Lummi Nation’s
Back to School Bash
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LYA 2014-2015 Accomplishments

2014-15 School Year
Submitted by Lummi 
Youth Academy

We supported two 
of our residents as they 
graduated from Lummi 
Nation School and went 
on to college. Congratula-
tions to Enrique Medina 
who will be attending Car-
dinal Stritch University 
and Adam –Lee Lawrence 
who will begin Washington 
State University in the fall. 
Enrique also led the LNS 
track team to a State title 
this year in Cheney, WA. 

We finished our school 
year with a cumulative 
GPA of 2.7 and 54% of our 
residents had above a 3.0. 
Due to the structure and 
consistency provided by 
our Academic Team, 71% 
of our residents who stayed 
with us through the end of 
the school year improved 
their GPA.  

Supporting Clean 
and Sober Life 

Styles

We had 5 of our youth 
complete their Indepen-
dent Out-patient Treat-
ment plan.

Congratulations to Eli-
za Julius on her multiple 
Open Mic performances 
at the Honeymoon in Bell-
ingham and her soon to be 
published poem entitled, 
“The Shoes I Walk In”.

Summer 
Accomplishments

Through the summer 
months, we have main-
tained our high resident 
numbers, holding steady 
at 18-20. We keep busy by 
volunteering at Commodity 
Foods, going on bike rides 
thanks to the generous 
donation from Systems of 
Care, hosting fundraising 

car washes, and working 
with the Summer Youth 
Program. 

This summer we trav-
elled to the Seminole Tribe 
in Hollywood, FL for our 
Annual Cultural Exchange 
to build relationships and 
future funding opportuni-
ties for our program. We 
spent hours with their Cul-
tural Department, making 
fry bread, Indian dolls, and 
tomahawks. We also spent 
time with their Chairman 
Billie James.  

For the second year 
in a row, a grant from the 
Whatcom Community 
Foundation allowed 3 LYA 
residents and 6 additional 
Lummi Nation Youth to at-
tend Native Youth Pipeline 
to College; a 2 week College 
Preparatory Program in 
Malibu, CA. There, they 
learned culturally relevant 
skills for their future, as 

well as science, math, and 
writing skills. They also 
focused on college essay 
writing, how to search for 
scholarships, and filling out 
college applications and 
FAFSA.

This Upcoming Year

Our staff training will 
commence on August 26th 
and 27th where we will 
discuss how to best serve 
and support our youth 
for the coming year. Our 
student orientation will be 
taking place on September 
1st where we will do some 
team building exercises, go 
over our resident handbook 
and discuss our expecta-
tions for the year. 

We will have seven resi-
dents at Lummi Nation 
School, nine at Ferndale 
High School and one ob-
taining their GED through 
the Impact Program at 

Bellingham Technical Col-
lege. 

Let’s cheer on our youth 
this fall as they participate 
in extra-curricular activi-
ties. Four of our boys and 
one girl will be playing 
sports for the Ferndale 
Golden Eagles and two will 
be playing for the Black-
hawks. 

As always, we invite 
any and all family and com-
munity members to visit us 
for dinner starting at 5:30 
daily. Thank you for your 
continued support of our 
essential program. 

Sincerely,

The Lummi Youth 
Academy Team

Culture Night September 15th, 2015 
LIBC Admin bldg

Culture Night September 29th, 2015 
LIBC Admin Bldg

The Accomplishments Of Jeffrey Joel 
James Jr.

Submitted by: Jeff James Sr., 
Brenda Charles, Akesha Martin-
James, Jeffrey James III, Wen-
dell Martin Sr., Rosanna Jones 
and the rest of the family.

We want to share with 
you the accomplishments 
of Jeffrey Joel James Jr.  
Jeff carries the Indian name 

K w a - L a m a -
C’ut and this 
name comes 
from his great-
g r e a t - g r e a t 
grandfather 
John Mike Sr. 
of Lower El-
wha.  His ma-
ternal grand-
parents  are 
Viola (Mike) 
Cagey and the 
late LaVerne 
Charles.  His 
p a t e r n a l 
grandmother 

is Iris James and his great 
grandparents are Mary H. 
Cagey and the late Harold 
James. Jeff is married to 
Akesha Martin-James and 
has one son, Jeffrey Joel 
James III.

Jeff dropped out of 
high school and became 

a young father at the age 
of 17.  He earned his GED 
soon after in 1999 and held 
various jobs in Whatcom 
County.  From March 2002 
to March 2007 Jeff worked 
for the Silver Reef Casino, 
he started out as a VLT Slot 
Attendant and concluded 
as a Slot Supervisor.  He 
left the Casino in March 
2007 to attend college and 
further his education.

In 2008, Jeff enrolled 
at Northwest Indian Col-
lege and by June 2010 he 
graduated with an Associ-
ate of Arts and Sciences 
degree in Native American 
Studies.  He then graduated 
in December 2012 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Native Environmental 
Science.  By April 2013 he 
enrolled in an online Mas-
ter’s of Business Admin-

istration (MBA) program 
studying General Man-
agement.  We are proud 
to say that he graduated 
with his MBA on July 25, 
2015.  We were honored 
to witness this exceptional 
achievement by attending 
his graduation ceremony in 
Cypress, California.

Jeff is currently teach-
ing fulltime at Northwest 
Indian College in the Bach-
elor of Art’s Native Stud-
ies Leadership program.  
He plans on pursuing a 
Doctorate of Education 
(Ed.D) degree in the next 
few years.

Jeff has always been 
very active in learning and 
practicing the culture and 
language of the Lummi 
people. He has many ac-
quaintances from all over 

due to his love for travel-
ing to gatherings all year 
long.  His plan is to use his 
personal story to help other 
young people to make the 
decisions to move forward 
with their lives in a posi-
tive way by promoting the 
importance of education.  
He is an inspiration to 
American Indian students, 
a wonderful husband, a 
caring father, and a loving 
son. 

Congratulations Jeff! 
We are so proud of you and 
cannot wait to witness and 
be a part of your future ac-
complishments. 
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Zachary Kurtz (Hon-
ough-qe'nam).  Zachary is 
the son of Rhonda (Keller) 
Kurtz and son-in-law, Craig 
Kurtz of Montoursville, 
Pennsylvania, and Grand-
son of Sharon Wolf.  Zacha-
ry completed an internship 
at the Lummi Fitness Cen-
ter, January 2014 – March 
2014, and completed 480 
hours at the fitness center 
for his undergraduate de-
gree in Exercise Science.

While he was at the fit-
ness center, he worked with 
participants who worked 
towards  getting off their 
high blood pressure medi-
cation.  He worked with  
many who  wanted to build 
strength and some who 
wanted to lose weight, 
while others were strength 
building for the canoe sea-
son and various other per-

Congratulations  
Dr. Zachary Kurtz

sonal goals.

Since that time he has 
completed internships at 

a hospital in Pittsburgh, 
PA., mainly working with 
heart attack and stroke 

patients.  He also interned 
at the Cherokee Indian 
Hospital in North Carolina, 
January 2015 – April 2015.

He graduated from 
Slippery Rock University 
of Pennsylvania on May 9, 
2015.  After graduating he 
studied for his “Boards.”

After 7 ½ years he took 
his “Boards” on July 21, 
and after a week of anx-
iously waiting the results, 
he was informed that he 
passed (07/29/2015) – he 
is officially a Doctor of 
Physical Therapy, with an 
undergraduate degree in 
Exercise Science.

Lummi tribal mem-
ber Jeff James Sr., has 
been employed at Whatcom 
Transit Authority for 25 
years.  He has served as an 
executive board officer for 
the Local Union 843 and is 
also a shop steward.  Cur-
rently he serves on several 
committees for Whatcom 
Transit Authority and May 
of this year, competed in 
a bus roadeo.  The roadeo 
challenges your driving 
skills, which he won and 
got the opportunity to par-
ticipate at the State roadeo 
this August.  There were 
eight contestants with four 
places.  Sadly he did not 

place in the top four, but 
he had a good time and 
looks forward to compet-
ing again next year.  “I 
plan on sharpening my 
driving skills since I won 
here at Whatcom Transit 
Authority I have the op-
portunity to participate 
at the International level 
in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina.” he exclaimed.  His 
employer says they will give 
him the time off to compete 
at the international level 
but must pay his own way.  
We look forward to hearing 
about your ventures with 
the competition.

The WTA “Roadeo”
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Community Updates
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING CENTER

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM
COLLEGE PREP DAYS

July 13, 20, 27 and August 3, 10

Youth that attended Col-
lege Prep Days and are 
registered for classes Fall 
2015:
• Raymond Ballew- 

Bellingham Technical 
College

• Lena Buck- Northwest 
Indian College

• Tesia Conway- North-
west Indian College

• Marci Hensley- 
Northwest Indian 
College

• Treena Humphreys- 
Northwest Indian 
College

• Eina Johnson- North-
west Indian College

• Billie Kennedy-Jeffer-
son- Northwest Indian 
College

• Avery Lane- North-
west Indian College

• Lyndee Lucero- 
Northwest Indian 
College

• Koby Madera- Belling-

Special thanks to the 
people that helped plan and 
implement the College Prep 
Days: Carlene Toby (ETC-
Work Crew Leader), Sharon 
Camblin (FuturesNW), Lind-
say Williams (Bellingham 
Technical College), Renee 
Swan Waite (Lummi High-
er Education Scholarship), 
Shoshaunee Elliot (North-

west Indian College), Natasha 
Grant (Northwest Indian 
College), Stephanie Charlie 
(Northwest Indian College), 
Jared Ibarra (Whatcom Com-
munity College) and Cassie 
Venneau (Western Washing-
ton University).

Every Monday during the 
Summer Youth Program (July 
13, 20, 27, August 3, 10) some 
of our youth participated in 
College Prep Days, which 
was organized planned and 
implemented by the ETC staff 
and collaborating staff from 
the various Whatcom County 
colleges. These colleges in-
clude: Northwest Indian Col-
lege, Whatcom Community 
College, Bellingham Tech-
nical College and Western 
Washington University. Each 
Monday consisted of a differ-
ent part of the college process: 
July 13th- campus tour, July 
20th- enrollment, July 27th- 
assessment/placement test, 
August 3rd- FAFSA/scholar-
ships, August 10th- register 
for classes Fall 2015. At the 
end of this program we had 
16 youth registered for classes, 
Fall 2015. This picture is of 
the youth at our celebratory 

ham Technical College
• Shyanne Madera- 

Bellingham Technical 
College

• Isaiah Morris- Spo-
kane Community 
College

• Kamara Pierra- What-
com Community 
College

• Janessa Strube- Bell-
ingham Technical 
College

• Halle Sturgeon- 
Northwest Indian 
College

• Melchor Vendiola- 
Western Washington 
University

lunch on August 13, 2015 at 
the NWIC Log Building. Let’s 
thank, congratulate and cel-
ebrate these youth for their 
ongoing commitment and 
hard work to pursuing a high-
er education! Hy’shqe!

Left to Right Back Row: Kamara Pierre, Raymond Ballew, Isaiah 
Morris, Shyanne Madera, EinaJohnson, Janessa Strube, Treena 
Humphreys, Halle Sturgeon, Tesia Conway.Left to Right Front 
Row: Koby Madera, Avery Lane, Melchor Vendiola.Not pictured: 
Billie Kennedy-Jefferson, Lyndee Lucero, Lena Buck, Marci 
Hensley.

Submitted by: Anthony Hillaire
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Photos courtesy of Ralph Solomon

Beach Seining
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Opinions & Perspectives NOTE: The following  ), in no way directly reflect the opinions of Lummi Indian Business Coun-
cil, it’s members or its staff, unless otherwise noted. Letters to the editor are always welcome. 
Please send them to: Lummi Squol Quol Editor, 2665 Kwina Road, Bellingham, WA 98226 email: 
squolquol@lummi-nsn.gov

Bob’s Garage  “Hemi’s”

Submitted by Bob Aiken

To the Lummi Community:

“Mary Kay Scott: 1956-2015”

(Copyright, 2015)
 This column will 

mark five years that I’ve 
been writing for the Squol 
Quol. It would’ve been nice 
to tackle some nerdy sub-
ject on automotive trivia, 
but circumstances sort of 
dictate otherwise. We at 
Lummi Early Learning suf-
fered a loss recently.

 A co-worker and 
good friend, Mary Kay 
Scott died July 25th. 

 It’s hard to take it 
in. She was a member of 
the group of ne’re-do-wells 
that made up the trans-
portation department of 
the Lummi Early Learning 
Program. Somewhat akin 
to the “Band of Brothers” 
that t the king spoke of 
in Shakespeare’s “Henry 
the Fifth”. We were allied 
against the forces of in-
sanity that threatened our 
charges – the kids that were 
our passengers—and took 
pains to make sure that 
the equipment was good, 
the procedures were good, 
and our performance in our 
keeping the children under 
our care was the best we 
could deliver. In trying to 
measure my performance 
to hers, I paled by compari-

son, and I didn’t mind 
a bit. There was al-
ways something that 
you could learn from 
Mary Kay Scott. 

 N o t h i n g 
was ever routine for 

her, as it had been for me. 
I had my paranoid tenden-
cies to warn me against 
possible threats. She had 
adherence to procedure to 
rely on. I think that maybe 
her method was better. I 
had an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the equipment we 
were driving to reassure 
me in cases of possible 
mechanical issues involv-
ing our buses. She relied, 
again, on procedure. 

 And here is the co-
nundrum that was Mary 
Kay Scott, the bus driver: 
She freely admitted that 
she had very little in the 
way of mechanical apti-
tude. This took me by sur-
prise since I’d talked with 
her several times about the 
years that she’d spent with 
the Columbia and Cowlitz 
railroad. She’d risen to the 
rank of Engineer. She’d 
spent many years in the 
yards. The winters were 
especially brutal as she 
checked on the condition 
of the switches – some-
times having to knock ice 
off of them. I had a pretty 
good idea how rough that 
aspect of the job was, and I 
think that she appreciated 
that. And yet, if I began to 
describe a condition with 

one of the buses, she’d wave 
her hands and tell me that 
whatever I was saying was 
sailing way over her head. 
Even when she had to give 
up on her beloved Subaru, 
and trade in the hulk on a 
newer Acura that she said 
the salesman told her was 
equipped with a 4-cylinder, 
only to have me lift the lid 
and discover an enormous 
V-6 hiding in the engine 
bay, she didn’t seem taken 
aback. “Well, how about 
that,” she said,  ”He told me 
it was a four.”

 This  astounded 
me, since I always had the 
impression that she’d oc-
casionally been somehow 
roped into assisting in the 
field-stripping of a locomo-
tive’s EMD in the dead of 
winter. She always gave 
me the idea that if she was 
asked to do it, she would. 

  I met her when 
she was working for the 
Teen Parent Development 
Center as their bus driver 
and as their maintenance 
person. She handled the 
tasks there with astound-
ing competence and effi-
ciency. Whatever cropped 
up, she handled. We talk 
shop whenever I was down 
at the Center to deal with 
mechanical issues with her 
bus or with any of our fleet 
that we were keeping there 
until we moved to the new 
building on Kwina road. I 
was amazed at her ability to 
do everything by the book. 

When she finally accepted 
a job with us as a full-time 
driver, I was amazed at how 
she managed to keep us all 
honest simply by leading by 
example.

 As I’ve said, those 
of us who drive for a living 
are a tight-knit community. 
We have the inside jokes. 
We have the unspoken 
knowledge of what we face 
that others can only imag-
ine – and then, not too 
accurately. So, when Mary 
Kay began having bouts of 
respiratory distress, and I 
had to substitute for her, 
our little clan was grow-
ing more and more deeply 
concerned.

 It was Leah Sand-
ers who broke the news to 
me about Mary Kay having 
lung cancer. I couldn’t help 
myself. My reaction in the 
main lobby was simply: 
“Oh, shit.” This, as my heart 
sank. I saw her next weeks 
later as she was undergoing 
chemo., which was not kind 
to her. She was thinner, 
and in a wheelchair. We 
hugged and she said that 
he had things under control 
and not for me to worry. I 
figured that if anyone could 
whip whatever she was fac-
ing, she could.

 That was in April.

 When I saw her 
again, she was in hospice 
care. Physically, she was 
ruined by the disease, but 
we still were able to talk 

about what was going on at 
work. It seemed to perk her 
up.

 I was not there at 
the end, but her friend, Bea, 
was. Bea told me later that 
Mary Kay had really loved 
the job she was doing for 
our organization, driving 
the kids. Bea said that near 
the end, Mary Kay would 
slip in and out of conscious-
ness. She would begin call-
ing to the children and tell-
ing them to get into their 
seats and strap themselves 
in because they needed to 
be safe. There were tears in 
my eyes I when I heard this.

 I suppose cooler 
minds can analyze this. 
Literature has examples 
of this through the millen-
nia back all the way to the 
Greeks, with Cheron, the 
god of the Underworld, 
piloting the boat that car-
ried the souls of the dead 
across the river Styx to the 
banks of the Dark Land. 
They might say that many 
have mentioned something 
of a final voyage in their last 
moments.

 I like to think that 
maybe she was on a voy-
age with some kids, and 
that maybe that’s what 
she’s doing now – keeping 
it between the ditches and 
the shiny side up.

 I can think of no 
one better qualified.

I would like to make a strong suggestion that Lummi Cemetery receive year round maintenance. The condition of the grounds are over 
grown and in very poor condition. It is sad to look at our cemetery and then see others that are so well maintained and taken care of. It is 
an embarrassment to our community and loved ones.

--Ali Bulk (296-3733)



Q
U

O
L

SQUOL
2

0
1

5

19

Opinions & PerspectivesNOTE: The following editorial(s), in no way directly reflect the opinions of Lummi Indian Business 
Council, it’s members or its staff, unless otherwise noted. Letters to the editor are always welcome. 
Please send them to: Lummi Squol Quol Editor, 2665 Kwina Road, Bellingham, WA 98226 email: 
squolquol@lummi-nsn.gov

“Being Frank”
Hard Work Leads To Recovery of 

Summer Chum

By Lorraine Loomis

Chair

Northwest Indian Fisher-
ies Commission

Note: You are 
receiving the “Being 
Frank” column courtesy 
of the Northwest Indian 
Fisheries Commission 
(NWIFC) in an effort to 
enhance communication 
between the Indian and 
non-Indian communities. 
You are welcome to publish 
it intact or in part, or to use 
it as a source of quotation 
or information for other 
news or editorial use. 
As a statement from the 
NWIFC chair, the column 
represents the interests 
and concerns of treaty 
Indian tribes throughout 
western Washington.

Hood Canal/Eastern 
Strait of Juan de Fuca 
summer chum is the only 
threatened salmon popula-
tion in western Washing-
ton showing clear signs of 
recovery.

It’s thanks to a 20-year 
cooperative effort by state 
and tribal salmon co-man-
agers, conservation groups, 
local governments and fed-
eral agencies that is bal-
ancing the key ingredients 
needed for recovery: har-
vest, hatcheries and habitat. 

Summer chum were 
listed as threatened under 
the Endangered Species 
Act in 1999 along with 
Puget Sound chinook and 
Lake Ozette sockeye. Puget 
Sound steelhead joined the 
list in 2007. 

The program’s success 
comes from a core principle 
that salmon recovery must 
address all factors affecting 
natural production. For far 

too long the federal govern-
ment’s main response to 
protect ESA-listed salmon 
has been to cut harvest. 
Meanwhile, the primary 
threat to wild salmon and 
their recovery – ongoing 
loss and damage of their 
habitat – continues to be 
ignored.

Past overharvest and 
poor ocean conditions com-
bined with degraded habitat 
to spark the steep decline of 
summer chum that began 
in Hood Canal streams in 
the late ’70s. By the early 
1990s, fewer than a thou-
sand summer chum were 
returning from a population 
that once numbered 70,000 
or more.

The tribal and state co-
managers responded with 
strong harvest management 
actions beginning in 1992. 
Fisheries impacting sum-
mer chum were reduced, 
relocated and delayed to 
protect the returning fish.

But it didn’t stop there. 
Working with federal 
agencies and conservation 
groups, tribal and state 
salmon co-managers began 
hatchery supplementation 
programs to boost popula-
tions of summer chum. 

A portion of the wild 
run returning to the Big 
Quilcene River was moved 
to a federal fish hatchery 
and spawned, with the off-
spring released to rebuild 
the remaining run. Four 
years later, about 10,000 
adult summer chum re-
turned to the river. 

Since then, additional 
hatchery supplementation 
efforts have led to sum-
mer chum becoming re-
established in most of its 
historic range. To protect 
summer chum genetics, 
supplementation programs 
were limited to three gen-
erations, or 12 years. Some 
programs met their goals 
and were ended earlier.  

Habitat protection and 
restoration was the third 
key to bringing back sum-
mer chum. Projects such 
as dike removals, protect-
ing and restoring instream 
habitat, planting streamside 
trees and removing invasive 
plants have all contrib-
uted to the effort’s success. 
Nearly 700 acres of estuary 
and an equal amount of 
upland stream habitat have 

been improved to support 
the recovery effort. 

More work is planned 
and ongoing in streams, 
estuaries, and the nearshore 
throughout the area

Balancing harvest , 
hatcheries and habitat is 
the key to salmon recovery. 
Equally as important is the 
need for monitoring and 
evaluation to apply lessons 
learned and improve effec-
tiveness. 

Cooperation is the third 
essential ingredient. Only 
by working together can we 
hope to meet the challenges 
of salmon recovery. If we 
are ever going to recover 
Puget Sound chinook and 
steelhead, we will need to 

use the same approach we 
are using to save Hood Ca-
nal summer chum. 

Despite the best ef-
forts of fisheries managers 
to restore summer chum, 
they remain vulnerable to 
climate change and ongoing 
development. Because they 
arrive in streams to spawn 
during the late summer 
months, they are especially 
threatened by low flows 
like those we are seeing 
during this year’s record-
breaking drought, which is 
far from over.

Ongoing loss of habitat 
and a number of other 
factors still must be fully 
addressed before summer 
chum can be removed 

from the ESA list. There’s 
still a ways to go, but at 
least we are on the right 
path.
How will we know when 
we have recovered sum-
mer chum? When they 
are once again abundant 
enough to support sustain-
able harvest. To the tribes, 
that is the true measure of 
salmon recovery and the 
commitment to fulfill the 
promises of the treaties 
we signed with the U.S. 
government.

Contact: Tony Meyer 
or Emmett O’Connell 
(360) 438-1180, www.
nwifc.org
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Elders September Birthdays

Lummi Dental is happy to announce
Saturday Dental Clinic is open once 

again!
(360)312-2481

Emergency Walk-in Hours
Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday  Thurday  Friday  Saturday Sunday

8am   8am   8am   12:30pm  8am  8am   Closed

Victory Hillaire Antonio 

Josephine Mary Arnold 

Janet Marie Ballew 

Timothy James Ballew Sr.

Ethelyn Maria Beltran 

Thomas Francis Blas Sr.

Shirley Ann Bob 

Charles William Boyer 

Alfred Lawrence Brewer Jr.

Tina Marie Brightwell 

Laurie Ann Brionez 

Helen Marie Burrows 

Ruth Joyce Butcher 

Lois Marie Cadiente 

Donna Mae Cultee 

Donnelle Loretta Davis 

Marlin N. Dennis 

Mary Maxine Donnelly 

Arnold Frederick Finkbonner 

Lawrence Frank Finkbonner 
Sr.

Ricky A. Finkbonner 

Charles Douglas Fowler 

Michael Douglas Graham 

Donna Marie Helgath 

Joseph Ruben Hillaire 

Andrea Rose Jefferson 

David Hugh Jefferson III

Doris Ann Jefferson 

Dorothea Mary Jefferson 

Lynette Marie Jefferson 

Mary Ellen Johnson 

Barbara Arlene Juarez 

Ada Marie Kiely 

Edward Charles Laclair Sr.

Janet Ann Lane 

Kenneth Dale Lawrence 

Lisa K. Lumaguip 

Elsie Ladine Lutz 

William Howard Lyness Jr.

Roy Alvis McCluskey Jr.

Teresa A. Moore 

Rosanne Marie Odell 

Elaine Ruby Ogan 

Eva M. Ogawa 

James M. Oliver 

Eugene Elmer Paul 

Johnny Edwin Paul 

Cynthia Sue Phair 

Steven Charles Plaster 

Ernestine Ann Point 

Emanuel George Revey 

Cheryl Lynn Sanders 

Joshua Patrick Sieber 

Mary Elizabeth Smith 

Brenda Karen Solomon 

Michael William Solomon Sr.

Ruth Virginia Solomon 

Sandra Sue Solomon 

Victor Dean Solomon Sr.

Patricia Ann Marie Squiqui 

Donald Edward Teel 

Bernard P. Thomas 

Cynthia Lena Warbus 

Ernestine Frances Washing-
ton 

Robert Francis Washington 
Sr.

Elaine Marie White 

Cynthia Marie Wilson 
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In Loving Memory
Obituary of Amanda Peters

Sunrise: December 18, 1946 Sunset: August 28, 2015

Today we are gathered to celebrate the life of Amanda Ma-
rie Peters Thomas, the great granddaughter of Chief Henry 
Kwina. Amanda grew up in Lummi, the youngest of four 
children of Marion and Aloysius Peters. She was a happy child 
running and playing in the fields and forest surrounding her 
home with her dog Pat running beside her. Summers were 
full of sunshine and laughter. She and the neighborhood kids 
went swimming everyday rain or shine. In June, when the 
tide was out, she poked under the rocks for squ-ah (grunters) 
bringing them home for the dinner table. She liked wading 
for crabs along the tidal flats of West Shore. Like many of the 
kids, she picked strawberries earning money to go to the mov-
ies. She helped friends sneek into the Mt. Baker Theater. She 
put her “Innocent” face on giving the hand signal to go go go. 
The Moonlight drive-in was her favorite especially on buck 
night. No one watched the show, instead they hung out at the 
snack bar. The boys stood around smoking while the girls 
popped their gum. Amanda loved rock n roll music and going 
to dances at the old gym. She went to school at Lummi Day 
School. However, as a young teen she went to live with her 
sister in Oakland returning to Lummi all grown up and grad-
uating from Ferndale high school. Amanda worked for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in Portland , Oregon while residing 
in Eagle Creek. She married Leonard, settling in Esquimalt, 
First Nations, Victoria, BC where she raised her family. She 
also worked in the band tribal office here. Amanda is survived 
by her two daughters, Korlette Bird of Kent and Maryann 
Quintasket (Trevor) of the family home. Amanda has nine 
grandchildren and one great grandson. Amanda was preceded 
in death by her mate Leonard Alexander Thomas, her father 
Aloysuis “Cotton” Peters, her mother Marion Kwina Peters, 
sisters Marlene Williams and Theresa Lincoln and her brother 
Joe.

Howard Garcia
1938 - 2015

Howard Garcia, age 77, passed away on Sunday August 9th, 2015 sur-
rounded by his family.

Howard retired from the US Marine Corps following 23 years of 
service which included 3 tours in Vietnam. While serving in Vietnam 
Howard was both a helicopter pilot and a gunner who was shot down 
multiple times.

Howard owned a fish processing business located at Fish Point for 
over 35 years. Howard loved poker, spending social time with his 
family and friends, and had a huge heart. He always took care of his 
family and anyone who needed his help.

Howard married Penny Abitia on July 20th, 2004. Penny passed away 
2 days later on July 22, 2004. Howard is survived by his children 
Heather, Christopher, Jeremy and daughter in law Dina Garcia, Shan-
non Cagey and his sister Natalia Height.

He was preceded in death by his mother Evelyn Charles and his sister 
Theresa Garcia.

Howard has 7 grandchildren Victor, Veronica, Isabelle, Natalie, 
Penelope, Brittany, and Taylor, 4 great grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Tribute service was Thursday 8/13/15 , Funeral service Friday 8/14/15. 
Both services were held at the Wexliem Community Building.

Obituary of Michael Jordan

Michael was born on August 4, 1955 in Bellingham, Wash-
ington to Merrill M. Jordan and Ann Hawkins Jordan. Miles 
was born February 14, 2014 in Bellingham, WA. Michael and 
Miles died suddenly at their home in Bellingham on July 19, 
2015.

Michael graduated from Ferndale High School in 1973

Michael had many close friends from his high school days 
in Ferndale and they all remained in contact for last 42 years 
until his death

He worked 8 years in Alaska where he made many friends 
keeping in contact with several of them over the years.

Michael moved to San Francisco and enrolled in San Francis-
co State University where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in 1990 and Master’s Degrees in Communication Theories 
and Educational Administration in 1996 and 2002 respec-
tively.

After graduation he taught at Dr. Martin Luther King Aca-
demic Middle School in San Francisco before returning to 
Bellingham where he spent the last 7 years teaching English 
and Special Education at the Lummi Nation High school

Michael’s dream of becoming a father became a reality when 
his son

Miles Christopher Keen Jordan was born.

Miles was Michael’s whole world and he spent every minute 
he wasn’t working taking care of and playing with Miles, often 
taking Miles with him to one of his friend’s home to play with 
their dogs

Michael is survived by; parents Ann and Patrick Mains, sister 
Marsha Saar, niece Erica (Andrew) Baldridge, nephew Kyle 
(Anna) Saar, uncle Jerry Hawkins, aunt Della Johnson, cous-
ins; Billy Richardson, Jerry Paul Donald, Shannon and Casey 
Hawkins, Joe Henderson, Billy Henderson, Kathleen Shelton, 
Steven and Kenneth Jordan, Carl , Glen, and Gary Johnson, 
and six great nieces and nephews

Michael was preceded in death by his father Merrill Jordan, 
grandparents David and Leta Hawkins and Bert and Blanch 
Jordan, uncles Eddie and Wilfred Jordan and David Hawkins, 
Jr. and cousin Toni Clements.

A Memorial Service was held on Thursday Sept. 3, 2015 at 
Moles Farewell Tributes – Ferndale, 2039 Main St, Ferndale, 
WA.
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Estrella **Russell, Happy Birthday, 
September 13th. So proud of you. See you 
on Labor Day. Love Dad (Carey Russell)

I would like to say happy brthday to my 
daughter marionna rosa-lee joe. On 

september 26. Momma loves you all the 
way up to heaven and back. You are always 
in my thoughts and prayers. And you make 
momma and your sisters so proud of you. 
Love you always and forever momma pat-

pat, jr, erin, tc nana and papa louis

I want to wish my grandma and granpa 
happy annivsary  on september 29th hope 
you two have many more years to come. 

You guys are our familys rock our everything. 
Love you guys all the way up to heaven and 
back. Love your granddaughter pat-pat and 
your great grand kids tc onna sonson and 

erin.

Happy 30th Birthday to our Kiki on 
September 12th! We love you very much!

Happy 3rd Birthday to our youngest 
Grandson Andrew Little on September 16th!

Happy Birthday to our Nieces: Autumn 
Cagey, Essie Cagey, and Kelsey LaClair!

 Love you all!    Henry & Yvonne Cagey!

Happy 4th Birthday to my Handsome son 
Marvin! 

We love you lots! Dad, Mom Brothers & 
Sister!

Wishing our Uncle Ronnie a very Happy 
Birthday on Sept. 1 Auntie Landa a very 

Happy Birthday on Sept. 24. We Love you 
very much, Anton & Amaya Arthur

Happy birthday Ryan!! We love you!!

Summer time fun has come to and end. 
I know right! BBOOO! We had us a time 

didn’t we? Sunday Dinn then on to HOTT 
DOGG TUESDAY! Games outside and 
picnics in the park with plain ol’ Bologna 

sandwiches…oh but with the chips inside! 
RIGHT! With a Shasta Pop! LOL! Roasting 

hot dogs on an open fire at the beach…
and then s’mores! OMG! The sunsets! So 
beautiful! Can’t forget the jet skies! What 

fun! Laughing until we cried and cried 
until we were laughing again! We family 
travel home here from Vancouver Island, 
Palm Springs, and SPOKANE! OH the 
ties that bind us. Yes we most definitely 
had us a time. The pictures here are just 
small glimpses of our times together. So 
now school schedules are up and in full 

swing! Back packs are full and snacks are 
on the shelf and in the fridge! The Thomas 
Family would like to send out well wishes 

to all who are in school, no matter the 
grade,the best of luck this academic year! 
As our parents used to say “just do your 
level best” and it will be great! YOU will 
be great! Please now…join the Thomas 
family from Southern Lummi to Northern 

Lummi the following a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Remember now …GGEEEET  OUUUT  

ANND WAAALK! Make a wish! Hope each 
of you have a great day on YOUR DAY! 
And a RIP to our Momma and Daddy the 

late Great Earl and Theresa Thomas! Miss 
you both all the time…love you everyday! 
To all our family members out there Love 
you each everyday…sorry it can only be 
every day…333 always…and for Bernie 

444 forever! 
 7 King Solomon 
8 Suzi Thomas 

9 Melissa Solomon 
9 Grandpa and 

Grandma’s Wedding 
Anniversary- RIP 
Love you both! 
11 Amy James 
15 Darrell Miller 

17 Sabrena Mike 
17 Dineen Mike 

17 Marlie Jo James 
Miller 

19 Theresa Chavez 
21 John Dutton “OUR 

John”- UPS 
25 Jamie Johnson 
28 Bernie Thomas 

28 Alizabeth Solomon

Happy anniversary to my handsome son 
Joseph and beautiful daughter in law lona. 

Love mom and boyd

I’d like to wish my saucey a very happy 
birthday. Love you from mom and boyd.

Mom, Grandma, Grandma-Grandma, you 
have the most beautiful eyes in the world. 

Your personality says all about your journey 
of life. Your big heart is the most precious 

item I’ve ever found in my life. I wish I could 
be like you.From All Your Angles,Happy 

birthday.
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Save the Date
#SeeIt # HearIt #ReportIt 

#WomenAreSacred 
#DomesticViolence

Saturday, September 5th 
2015 Lummi Victims of Crime 

Journey to Healing Half 
Marathon 

Begins at the Stommish Grounds
#HealthyChoices#StrongNation

Lummi Commercial Company is accepting 
students as temporary investigative aides.  

These are PAID opportunities to support our 
HR staff with internal investigations.  

The ideal candidate is between the ages of 21-30 years.  

You must have a valid form of ID  
and your own transportation.  

If you are interested in being an  
Investigative Aide, contact: 

Tracey Olsen 
Lummi Commercial Company 

360-758-4225 ext. 1001 

Or visit our office: 

Lummi Commercial Company 
2751 Haxton Way #2 

Bellingham, WA 98226 
 
 
 

Wishing my Husband Alex a very Happy 
birthday on Aug. 29! 

Wishing our dad a very happy birthday Aug. 
29!  

We Love you, your wife Teeiah, and your kids 
Anton & Amaya



Youth Canoe Welcome Home and Hyshque


